
You’ve written and produced a film 
about Muslim children being indoctri-
nated into committing terrorist acts. 
What was your reaction to the young sui-
cide bomber in Turkey?

I had two reactions. My first reaction 
to the news was that it wasn’t new or sur-
prising. Unfortunately, this isn’t the first 
time that something like this has hap-
pened, nor will it be the last. Innocent 
Muslim children are being recruited into 
violence by every Islamist terrorist group 
in the world on a daily basis. Yet, for 
some reason, this has been ignored by 
the mainstream media, politicians and 
human rights groups. Then, when some-

thing horrific happens, the world reacts 
with surprise.

Which leads to my second reac-
tion—shock at the ignorance of the 
West regarding what is happening in the 
Muslim world. Muslim children are being 
taught by their state-sponsored media, 
their schools, their political leaders and 
their religious leaders to revere jihad and 
martyrdom. When we turn a blind eye, 
we give a green light to terrorist groups 
to continue killing Muslim children with 
impunity.
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I introduced myself as a Canadian 
named Brooke and I said I was making a 
film on the abuse of Palestinian children. 
I was very honest. I think they thought I 
was going to make an anti-Israel propa-
ganda film. In the end, they helped me 
get the message out that the basic human 
rights of Muslim children are being grossly 
violated by Islamists. 

How do they convince children to 
commit murder?

It’s a very complex issue. The indoctri-
nation and recruitment of children toward 
violence is taking place in every Muslim-
majority country, and now we’re seeing it 
in the West as well. Every suicide or homi-
cide attack, no matter who the perpetrator 
was—male, female, adult or child—needs 
to be studied on a case-by-case basis, 
because there are different motivations 
behind every single one.

For example, I interviewed the family of 
Wafa Idris, who was the first female Pal-
estinian suicide bomber and is revered 
throughout the Middle East as a heroine. 
There are streets and schools named after 
her. The media has constructed a narra-
tive of her as an oppressed Palestinian who 
was driven by desperation. It turns out 
that she was divorced, unable to have chil-
dren, and her family threatened her with 
an honor killing, but they told her that if 
she blew herself up and killed Jews, they 
would be able to hold their heads high 
again, and they would receive money as a 
reward. So it had nothing to do with the 
so-called occupation, it was simply a way 
for her to avoid an honor killing and also 
provide for her family at the same time.

Similarly, every child who is recruited 
has their own story. Sometimes they’ve 
been drugged, sometimes they’re hand-
icapped and suffer terribly, sometimes 
they’re blown up remotely, which recently 
happened in Iraq—an adult drove a truck 
with two children inside to a checkpoint, 
got out, walked away, and blew them up 
by remote control. On top of that, there’s 
also the indoctrination process provided 
by terrorist-run media such as Al-Manar, 
which is the Hezbollah network, or Al-
Aqsa, which is Hamas. These desensitize 

children to violence and paint a picture of 
heaven for martyrs.

When I interviewed Palestinian chil-
dren, I asked, “What do you want to do 
when you grow up?” or “What do you 
think of suicide bombings?” Invariably, 
the answer was, “I want to be a martyr, I 
want to go to heaven. In heaven I’ll have 
Ferris wheels and a five-story house made 
of marble,” and they would describe to me 
in detail their idea of heaven. Children lit-
erally don’t comprehend that they will die 
if they blow themselves up. They think 
they’ll be rewarded.

On top of that, there’s also the events 
of Afghanistan, for example, where chil-
dren are kidnapped from madrassas and 
then blown up against their will, or par-
ents are paid thousands of dollars by the 
Taliban to give up their children. So there 
are multiple things going on. It’s a combi-
nation of different processes, coupled with 
an indoctrination process that makes kids 
especially vulnerable.

You’re describing grave violations of 
human rights and horrific child abuse, 
including murder of Muslim children by 
Muslims. Do you think that because you 
are Jewish, and an advocate for Israel, 
that your message is somewhat under-
mined?

If the message is undermined in the eyes 
of the listener, it speaks volumes about 
the listener. The message is very simple: 
Muslim children are innocent and deserve 

the same human rights protections as other 
children, regardless of their race, religion 
or ethnicity. If someone doesn’t agree with 
that, they are a racist of the worst kind.

But aren’t there people who dismiss 
you saying, “You’re only saying that 
because you’re pro-Israel”?

If being pro-Israel means you’re against 
terrorism, then that’s something to be 
very proud of. The message we want out 
there is that being pro-Israel means being 
anti-terrorism and pro the human rights 
of every single person, regardless of their 
race, religion or national origin.

You have condemned those who refuse 
to use the term “radical Islam.” Do you 
find that an important part of the war on 
terrorism?

I don’t call it “radical Islam,” I call it “lit-
eral Islamism.” Islamist terrorist groups are 
cherry-picking sentences from the Quran 
and applying them literally. To answer 
your question, there’s a tendency in the 
West, especially by the US government 
and this administration, to deny the theo-
logical motivation behind theologically 
motivated terrorism. To me, it’s irrelevant 
what the true version of Islam is, because 
there’s a version of Islam that’s being used 
to justify terrorism and we should be very 
concerned about it. That version of Islam 
is very real to the 12-year-old child being 
blown up in its name. It’s very real to the 
children being murdered by Boko Haram 
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because of it. Engaging in a theological debate about the true 
nature of Islam is not only irrelevant to whether or not human 
rights violations are occurring, it’s also completely irrelevant to 
those who are committing them, because they don’t care about 
what someone else’s version of Islam is.

Why do you find it so important to identify them as Islamic?
First of all, I’m not the one who’s identifying them as Islamic. 

It is those who murder in the name of Islam who bring religion 
into it; I’m just pointing out their motivation. For example, 
if you’re a prosecutor trying to convict someone of murder 
and you have to prove a motive, you review the facts and you 
go through writings and statements, and if the perpetrator 
screamed “All-hu akbar!” and wrote an essay on the painful 
liquidation of non-Muslims, as was the case with Nidal Hasan, 
who opened fire in Fort Hood, that’s his motivation. It’s not 
the prosecutor who is equating Islam with terrorism, it’s the 
perpetrator. That’s a distinction that the West, for some inane 
reason, has failed to make.

The reason it’s important is because if you don’t understand 
the motive of terrorism, you won’t be able to defeat it. Fur-
thermore, if you deny the motivation of terrorism, then not 
only will you not defeat it, but you will make yourself extraor-
dinarily vulnerable to further attacks. The US government is 
currently redacting the words “Islam” and “jihad” from coun-
terterrorism training manuals. How are our counterterrorism 
professionals supposed to understand the minds of the terror-
ists if they’re not allowed to discuss their true motivations?

Are you a minority voice? People are barely willing to say 
radical Islam, and you’ve simply said Islam, without any qual-
ifiers.

I’m saying Islamism, which is a political version of Islam that 
says that Islam should apply in not only the personal arena, but 
also the political and judicial arena and to every aspect of civil 
society throughout the entire world, which also includes the re-
establishment of the caliphate. Islam is a religion, which means 
something different to every person who adheres to it, whereas 
Islamism is a specific political form.

Do you believe that theology is behind their effort to anni-
hilate Israel?

It’s not a matter of what I believe; go to those who seek to 
destroy Israel and they will tell you themselves why they’re 
doing it. They’re doing it because Jews are kafirs, infidels, while 
they want to re-establish the caliphate. All you have to do is 
ask them and they will tell you very clearly what is motivat-
ing them.

Considering that Islamic terrorists will never abandon the 
Muslim religion, is there any hope for peace?

I think there’s always hope. Hope lies in the next genera-
tion. But if we continue to allow millions of Muslim children to 
be indoctrinated with hate by their media, television programs 
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and schools, and we continue to fund it 
as we are funding the UNRWA schools, 
for example, then our future will also be 
filled with hate and violence. If we work 
against this and condemn it, then we have 
a chance.

That said, nothing we can do can really 
change the problems of the Muslim world. 
Change must come from within. Muslim 
parents have to stand up to the Islamists 
in their midst and redefine their purposes.

Professor Mordechai Kedar, who, like 
you, believes that the conflict is com-
pletely religious in nature, has said that 
the way to bring peace to the region is 
through theology rather than swapping 
land for peace.

There’s no such thing as land for peace 
when there’s a terrorist who wants to kill 
you and is using the Quran to justify it. I 
agree with him completely, but theologi-
cal change needs to come from within. 
No amount of debate in the West is going 
to affect Islamic terrorists or change their 
perception.

What would you advise the next Presi-
dent to do to bring peace to the region?

The only thing that we can really do 
at this point is control our actions and 
complicity. I would condition funding to 
UNRWA on the cessation of aid to terror-
ist groups that recruit children. There’s 
absolutely no excuse for our hard-earned 
tax dollars going to illegally aid and abet 
the premeditated murder of Palestinian 
children and the destruction of that com-
munity’s future. Also, as leaders of the 
free world, Americans have to speak with 
courage to identify the threat that Islamic 

terrorism poses. We have to empower our 
counter-terrorism community to study it. 
If they don’t study it properly on a factual 
basis for fear of being called Islamopho-
bic, they will not be able to do their jobs 
and come up with strategies to defeat the 
enemy.

Have you been charged with Islamo-
phobia?

If you’re living in this world and you 
haven’t been called Islamophobic, then 
you aren’t being effective, because when 
groups like CAIR call you Islamophobic, 
they’re really saying that you’re having an 
effect and speaking the truth to power. 
They’re afraid of people understanding the 
role of Islamism in terrorism. Their MO 
[modus operandi] is to confuse the Ameri-
can public about what’s really going on. So 
when you’re called Islamophobic by the 
number-one subversive group in Amer-
ica, you should wear it as a badge of pride, 
because it means that you’re doing some-
thing right.

You have condemned the Obama 
administration, of which Hillary Clinton 
is a part. Do you support Donald Trump?

I run a nonprofit organization, the Law-
fare Project, so I can’t comment on any 
current election topics. I would, however, 
like to take a moment to talk about the 
Lawfare Project, if I may. There are legal 
funds set up by the Muslim, Christian and 
atheist communities, who realized that the 
justice system is one of the best ways to 
uphold your basic civil rights and punish 
those who intentionally breach them. Yet 
astonishingly, the pro-Israel community 
doesn’t have even one such litigation fund.

About six years ago I founded the Law-
fare Project, which is the legal arm of the 
pro-Israel community, and we have been 
successfully using the justice system to 
uphold our civil rights. We are now suing 
CUNY for their blatant discrimination 
against Orthodox Jews. We shut down 
Kuwait Airways’ inter-European flights 
because they discriminate against Israeli 
citizens by refusing to serve them. We 
supported hate speech legislation in Italy 
against Holocaust deniers. We support 
legislation against charitable front orga-
nizations in Italy that support terrorist 
organizations such as the PFLP.

What’s really important is for the donors 
who support pro-Israel advocacy to under-
stand that advocacy is only half effective, 
unless it has legal teams behind it to make 
sure their speakers aren’t shut down and 
that their student groups aren’t assaulted 
or harassed in any way. 

Think about it. If you build a build-
ing, would you do it without a legal team? 
Would you write a will without a lawyer? 
Then why is there so much money going 
into pro-Israel advocacy without thought 
to the legal system? How could a lobbyist 
submit anti-BDS legislation without giving 
it to a first-amendment lawyer to check it 
over first?

We saw this huge hole in pro-Israel 
advocacy and decided that it was time for 
it to be filled. Over the past five years, we 
have recruited over 200 lawyers around 
the world. We have lawyers in almost 
every single Western jurisdiction and 
we’ve raised just north of two million dol-
lars for our pro-Israel litigation fund.

Do you appear in court?
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I’m not a litigator, but I do appear in court as co-counsel and 
secure the service of litigators, either pro bono or at reduced 
rates. Our legal fund helps with the court costs. For example, 
if you’re sued for writing an article trying to expose a terror 
organization, we would come to your assistance. There was a 
renowned counterterrorism expert in Canada who was being 
sued by a woman affiliated with the Muslim Brotherhood. We 
ended up settling that case so that he could continue his writing 
and publications about these groups.

Can you tell me about the discrimination case against 
CUNY?

There’s rampant discrimination at the Kingsborough campus 
against Orthodox Jews. In particular, there’s a brave business 
professor named Jeffrey Lax, the plaintiff in the case. The admin-
istration is incredibly anti-Semitic there, and they’ve been in 
violation of this gentleman’s basic civil rights. He started litiga-
tion against senior Kingsborough administrators, claiming they 
limit the hiring and promotion of Jews and maintain a hostile 
work environment for them. According to the suit, Jewish fac-
ulty members were frequently mocked for wearing religious 
head coverings and keeping kosher, and were referred to as “the 
devil” and “evil.” After he initiated the suit, we came on board 
to financially support him.

Do you find that your message about Islamism is being 
heard?

My film has made an impact. It was awarded the Audience 
Choice Award at the United Nations documentary film festi-
val, which was the first time that the UN has ever come close 
to condemning the use of Palestinian children as a war crime 
or a violation of basic human rights. So that was a success. I 
also think that the message does resonate with thinking human 
beings. You’d have to be a total monster not to agree that Muslim 
children deserve to live. Living in this globalized world, there’s 
also an intrinsic link between the health of Islamic society and 
our own. That’s a pretty basic message upon which we can base 
consensus.

When I released my film, Professor Alan Dershowitz was 
kind enough to come to a screening at Cardozo with Hamid 
Dabashi, a protégé of Edward Said. Dabashi and I are on com-
plete opposite sides of the political spectrum, but when I asked 
him, “Do you think that Palestinian children deserve to have 
bombs strapped around their waists and be blown up by remote 
control?” he said no. So we had a base consensus that we agreed 
on. I went on to ask him, “Do you think that Muslim children 
should be taught at school to have bombs strapped around their 
waists and be blown to pieces?” and again he said no. So if you 
work up from a basic premise that Muslim children deserve 
basic human rights, and if we keep focusing on that, we can 
build consensus across the political spectrum. •
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